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Police Precincts Post 


Prisoners’ Phone Rights 


As a result of efforts of the New York 
Civil Liberties Union, the Police Depart- 
ment has just distributed to all precincts 
English-Spanish placards advising prisoners 
of their right to make three local phone 
calls without charge. 

At the direction of Police Commissioner 
Michael J. Murphy, each precinct was di- 
rected to post the placard “permanently 
behind the desk . . . so that it will be vis- 


ible and legible to prisoners at the time 


18 2 arrest is recorded.” 


Headed, “Notice To Prisoners,” the pla- 


ig cards read: “At the request of a prisoner, 
three local telephone calls shall be made 


free of charge to prisoner’s relatives and 
friends.” A note indicates that this is from 
Section 172 of the City’s Criminal Courts 
Act. 

Desk officers were specifically directed 
to “call the attention of all Spanish speak- 
ing prisoners to the placard in order to 


don ape 


NYCLU To Take School Prayer 
Case Before U.S. Supreme Court 


The New York Civil Liberties Union is 
planning to appeal to the U. S. Supreme 
Court to reverse the recent decision in the 
so-called Herricks School Prayer Case 
handed down by the Court of Appeals. In 
a 5-2 ruling the Court upheld the consti- 
tutionality of reciting the Regents prayer 
in class. 

The case originates from a recommend- 
ation in 1955 by the Board of Regents, 
governing body of the State public school 
system, that a daily prayer be said in the 
classroom. In 1958 the Board of Education 
of the Union Free School, New Hyde Park, 
required the Regents’ non-sectarian prayer 
to be recited in the school. 

A group of parents of various faiths 
brought suit against the practice, claiming 
it abridged the religious freedom guaran- 
tees of the First and Fourteenth Amend- 
ments. 

The Regents prayer says: “Almighty 
— we anapaintaieen our eileen 


upon Thee and we beg Thy blessing 
upon us, our parents, our teachers 
and our country.” 

Judge Marvin R. Dye in the dissenting 
opinion with which Judge Stanley H. Fuld 
concurred, wrote that the natural conse- 
quence of the fundamental principles con- 
cerning religion in the First Amendment 
and the N. Y. State Constitution “is not 
only to allow but to guarantee to all 
citizens an absolute freedom in the exercise 
of religious belief.” 

Referring to a series of recent U. S. 
Supreme Court rulings which “make it 
clear that the . clauses of the First 
Amendment constitutes a complete and un- 
equivocal separation of church and state,” 
Judge Dye stated that, “In such light, a 
Board of Education may not require the 
saying of the Regents prayer as a daily 
school procedure. 

“It is a form of State-sponsored religious 


education; in fact, according to the Regents, 
(Continued on page 4) 


Seek Committee On Bias To Diplomats 


The New York Civil Liberties Union 
urged Mayor Wagner this month to appoint 
a committee to investigate the complaint of 
a Guinean diplomat that he was beaten by 
the police. This committee, composed of 
distinguished citizens, should become a 
permanent body to investigate all charges 
of discrimination and improper treatment 
by members of the diplomatic corps, 
NYCLU further proposed. 

The Union’s suggestion stemmed from an 
incident involving Michel Collet of the 
Guinea delegation at the United Nations. 
Mr. Collet who got into a fight with a 
policeman after an auto accident, alleged 
he was beaten brutally by policemen. Forty- 
six Asian-African member nations pro- 
tested to the UN Secretariat. 

Police Commissioner Michael J. Murphy 
investigated the incident and reported to 


the Mayor no evidence of brutality or 
racial discrimination, but the Mayor has 
refused to make the facts public. “Suppres- 
sion of facts will not improve international 
relations,’ NYCLU told the Mayor. 

Such charges without a complete report, 
the Union stated, “also reflect unfavorably 
upon the City of New York and its Police 
Department ... Whatever the truth may be 
it should be broadcast; it will do no more 
harm than concealment of the facts, which 
arouse suspicion.” 

In proposing a fact-finding committee, 
rather than having the Police Department 
investigate these incidents, NYCLU pointed 
out, “There is always the suspicion that 
any investigation of an agency by the 
agency involved, in which it acts as pros- 
ecutor, jury and judge, will result in a 

(Continued on page 4) 












Theatre Benefit Switches To ‘Kean’; 


Same Date, Price Scale For Musical 


Booking difficulties arising from the 
shortage of Broadway theatres has forced 
the New York Civil Liberties Union to 
change to another production for its annual 
theatre benefit this year. Instead of A. E. 





Press time for this issue of Civil 
Liberties in New York was held up to 
make it possible to print the latest in- 
formation on the changes concerning 
the New York Civil Liberties Union’s 
theatre benefit. 





Hotchner’s drama, “The Short Happy Life,” 
NYCLU has been unusually fortunate to ob- 
tain a performance of the musical-comedy, 
“Kean,” which stars Alfred Drake in the 
title role. 

The Union has managed to keep the bene- 
fit performance for the original date, Mon- 
day evening, December 4, and, more extra- 
ordinary, the price scale will be the same 
for the musical as it was for the drama. 

Prices are — Orchestra: $30, $25, $20. 
Mezzanine: $20, $15. Balcony: $12.50, $10, 
$7.50, $5. 

“Kean,” which has been receiving out- 
standing reviews during its out-of-town 
tour, will open in New York at the Broad- 
way Theatre, Fifty-third Street and Broad- 
way, on November 3. 

The Boston Globe’s reviewer called 
“Kean” the “first musical since ‘My Fair 
Lady’ to send you out of the theatre with a 


lift in your heart.” “Sophisticated fun in an 
imaginative production,” said the Boston 
Traveler, and “a big, bountiful, beautiful 
and tuneful show,” was the Boston Herald’s 
description. 

A presentation of Robert Lantz, “Kean” 
has lyrics and music by Robert Wright and 
George Forrest, and a book by Peter Stone. 
The play is based on a comedy by Jean 
Paul Sartre. Jack Cole is the director and 
choreographer. 

Supporting Mr. Drake in the cast are 
Joan Weldon, Lee Venora, Oliver Gray and 
Patricia Cutts. 

Members of NYCLU who have not as 
yet mailed in their orders for tickets, can 
use the original return envelopes. But when 
ordering, cross out the name of the former 
play and write in “Kean.” Since the benefit 
prices are the same, use the printed scale 
to indicate which type of tickets are desired. 

Those who have already ordered tickets 
for “The Short Happy Life” will receive 
instructions from the theatre benefit com- 
mittee soon. Mrs. Lawrence Hass, 444 Cen- 
tral Park West, New York 25, N. Y.. is 
chairman of the committee. Charles Ballon 
and Maxwell Dane are associate chairmen. 

Other committee members are Mrs. Nina 
Harrison, Dr. Bernard Kabakow, Mrs. 
Herbert H. Lehman, Mrs. Mildred S. 
Narins, Arthur Price, Tony Randall and 
Mrs. Ben Sobin. 





On The Civil Liberties Front 


The New York Civil Liberties Union 
has won its fight to prevent Park Commis- 
sioner Newbold Morris from banning folk 
singers from Washington Square Park. The 
Appellate Division of the State Supreme 
Court unanimously reversed a lower court 
which had upheld the City’s action. On be- 
half of Israel G. Young, who had been 
denied a permit for folk singing, the Union 
held the park was a public facility for all 
types of recreation and that “the permit 
system of the Park Department shall not be 
used indiscriminately . . . The Commis- 
sioner does not have the right to pick and 
choose the groups or individuals to whom 
he shall issue a permit.” State Supreme 
Court Justice William C. Hecht Jr., had 
supported the City in ruling that the court 
“may not substitute its own judgment for 
that of the Commissioner of Parks.” 





The Court of Appeals has ruled in favor 
of Louis Sabel, who the Union has been 
representing in an effort to obtain an auto- 
mobile license denied him by the State 
Motor Vehicle Commissioner. The license 
had been refused because of Mr. Sabel’s 





conviction for robbery in 1938. NYCLU 
challenged the right of the Commissioner 
to withhold a license on the basis of an 
applicant’s moral character. The Court of 
Appeals, however, confined its decision to 
Mr. Sabel’s second application for a license, 
which was granted and then revoked be- 
cause he had omitted information about 
his conviction. 





New York City has announced that it 
will carry the George Lincoln Rockwell 
case to the United States Supreme Court. 
The Court of Appeals has upheld the ruling 
of the Appellate Division of the New York 
Supreme Court that the City could not deny 
a permit to Mr. Rockwell to speak in Union 
Square Park. NYCLU has represented the 
self-styled American Fascist from the be- 
ginning of the dispute. 





Robert B. McKay, professor at New 
York University Law School and a mem- 
ber of the Board of New York Civil Lib- 
erties Union, has won the American Bar 
Association’s 1961 Ross Essay Contest. 





NYCLU Changes 
Literacy Stand 


On the basis of a 1959 United State 
Supreme Court decision, NYCLU has rz. 
versed an earlier stand and is now challeng. 
ing the State’s requirement that literacy for 
voting must be in English. Jose Camacho, 
a Puerto Rican, is seeking the right to vote 
if he proves his literacy in Spanish. 

In 1958 NYCLU had decided againg 
testing the State’s English literacy test be 
cause it was felt that it might be within a 
state’s discretion to impose such a require 
ment. But the Supreme Court’s ruling, 
upholding a North Carolina English test 
according to Nanette Dembitz, Union coun 
sel, could be interpreted as “tending” to 
say that anyone capable of understandiy 
the issues could not be prevented from) 
voting. 

A brief filed in Federal Court by Mis 
Dembitz on behalf of Mr. Camacho state 
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that the Supreme Court “has been 7 
to forestall the expression of prejudice . . 
in the guise of a seemingly innocuou| 
language requirement.’ 

The NYCLU brief pointed out that Fed 
eral treaties and statutes have ordained| 
that persons born in Puerto Rico are Amer| 
ican citizens with full rights. The Nev) 
York law, however, interferes with the en 
joyment of these rights. 

The Union’s brief estimated that 100, 
000 Puerto Ricans in New York City wer 
qualified to vote under the State law except! 
for being literate in Spanish instead | 
English. 








Waiver Of Equal Time 
For Mayorality Race Hit 


New York Civil Liberties Union, in cor 
junction with the American Civil Liberties 
Union, has protested against the proposed 
suspension of the Federal equal-time broad: 
casting law for the duration of the New| 
York City mayorality campaign. 

In wires sent to the chairmen of the 
Senate and House Committees on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce, the Union declar 
ed that the proposal “would, if passed, 
reduce the New York City mayorality cam| 
paign to a battle on the air between the| 
two major party candidates. . . .” 

A resolution has been introduced in 
Congress to waive Section 315 of the Fed- 
eral Communications Act, which assures 
all candidates equal amounts of free ait 
time, to permit TV debates between Mayor 
Wagner and his Republican rival, Louis J. 
Lefkowitz. 

The Union declared that a waiver of See 
tion 315 would “eliminate from the air the 
seven other candidates” except for paid 
appearances. 
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A Tribute 
PATRICK MALIN RESIGNS 








Local Chapters 


By GORDON K. HASKELL 


































































ates It is with great regret that we have learned of the resignation of Patrick Murphy Aestaneain: Dionne 

T¢) Malin, executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union, next March to become NYCLU chant as Ween d 

en : P I chapters in Westchester an 
: president of the Robert Colleges in Istanbul. Nassau Counties are preparing for a full fall 


z Mr. Malin took on the ACLU leadership in 1950, succeeding Roger N. Baldwin, echsdiihe of autatlian 
“10, ) founder of ACLU. The prospect of following Mr. Baldwin would have frightened most ° Rov S. Fi 7 
vote ‘ : ; : oy S. Fidler of Eastchester has been 
men because during his 30 years as executive director he had become the personifica- abaeiadh Mince dbus colt Wa eomae 
. | tion of the civil liberties movement. But Mr. Malin did not allow this to affect either his W slate 
Linst A “ge ra aanae , . Westchester Chapter. 
acceptance of the job or his vigorous administration of it. Vix Wiaidieiees dias sbabdiie 
He succeeded not only in preserving intact the high principles of ACLU and in keep- .), se § “O Momgg 9 Ponape 
inal. pea : sid vcangel ie d showing o peration Abolition,” with a 
._| ing the organization in the forefront of the fight for civil liberties, but he also increasedi b foll S “wang h 
ite} ts membership and income five-fold. This growth was due in part to Mr. Malin’s organ- ee ee oo 
—— P ;: ; 8 , ici 5 Edgemont School in Scarsdale. 


ing : : 5 i 

tes, | ization of a nat system oe which sey Rag — sage ae, - 9 rit Vincent F. DeCain, an attorney and con- 
oun} Were encourage - pees i greater responsibility for local civil liberties work and to tibutor to National Review, speaks in 
oy pemepete in policy making. support of HUAC, and Gordon Haskell rep- 


: The incorporation and the growth of the New York Civil Liberties Union is an ex- ,esents the NYCLU stand. Archibald Shaw. 





lng ample of the fruits of the complex, but most successful, system Mr. Malin set up and  gditor of the educational magazine, Over- 
supervised. view, is the moderator. 
Miss Such accomplishments required of Mr. Malin complete devotion to civil liberties, -’ The Shore chapter in Westchester also 
ate tactful leadership of the individualists who compose an organization such as ACLU, jg planning a series of meetings beginning 
ulen| and tense, demanding and continuing hard work. in October with a discussion of the political 
.: For all this we want to thank Pat Malin and to give him our best wishes for happi- rights and limitations of military officers. 
1ow| ness, health and new achievements in his new position. They plan a meeting on wire-tapping later 
V.S.G. in the year, with spokesmen for the NYCLU 
Fed and the Westchester District Attorney’s of- 
ined fice participating. 
mer! Representatives of “Neighbors Unlim- 
New ited” of Lakeview will speak to the Mid- 
"en: Answers Needed Nassau Chapter at its next meeting, Friday, 





Sept. 29, in the Hicksville Public Library. 


00; DISASTER PATROL The Lakeview group has attracted con- 
vere siderable attention for its work in inte- 


gration in housing, schools and other com- 


cept . . ‘ - ‘ ee = 
) ; A question has arisen concerning the grey area in which the Civil Defense Disaster aii niatia 
Patrol, a junior arm of the Civil Defense program in New York State, performs its duties. fies os ‘ “aN , 
Th Bie as Ff : ae : ; : At the same meeting, Mid-Nassau will 
e New York Civil Liberties Union has been seeking information to clarify the situa- clock chester ollidecs foe the conan sane 
| tion, but all we get from Lt. Gen. F. W. Farrell, director of the State Civil Defense aI aares ARO 
aah : Plans for a reorganization meeting are 
Commission, are evasiveness and vagueness. ; J 5 
; ae cai. ; ” being worked on by the North Shore Chap- 
During a civil defense drill in Mt. Vernon last spring, a group of residents con- tox: iy Neatin: whi: cova oem 
ducted a poster walk to express opposition to the drill. They were surrounded, interfered rete a 1 
: ; é , ee : north of the Jericho Turnpike. 
on With and, finally, counter-picketed by uniformed youngsters of the Civil Defense Dis- 





ties) *Ster Patrol. Perper se 
eed Lt. Gen. Farrell was asked by us whether at the time of such drills the Disaster Civil Liberties in New York 
Vol. X. No. 1 September, 1961 


vad'| Patrol is officially organized, uniformed and directed by a government agency. We ; : 

jey| Wanted to know further whether these youngsters have certain powers and duties, con- Published five times yearly, Sept., Nov., Jan., 

ferred upon them by this government agency, which are different from those of the or- i et ee ee 
. ces : site ; . age Gare ; ties Union, Inc. at 156 Fifth Ave., New York 

the dinary citizen during a civil defense drill. If the Disaster Patrol is singled out this 10, N. Y. ORegon 5-5990. Subscription by 

way by the Civil Defense Commission, then the question obviously arises as to whether membership at $5, $10, $25 and up, of which 


tate mae 
lar COunter-picketing falls within its members’authorized functions. a = for a re to 
* ’ : . : . ‘Civil Liberties in New York.’ 
ed, Lt. Gen. Farrell considers the youths actions as just peaceful counter-picketing. He G50. E. RUNDQUIST GORDON K. HASKELL 
am-| “es admit that “If it is true that the counterpickets ‘physically interfered’ then . . . Executive Director Assistant Director 
the} they were wrong . . . Surely you do not hold that Civil Defense volunteers, in volun- ALAN BADER JOSEPHINE SCHEIBER 
tering, lose rights to which to others you consider inalienable . . . I do not condone Editor Assistant Director 
in| Violence on the picket line . . . To me it seems as legal to counter-picket as to picket.” Board of, Directors 
ed: But in two letters Gen. Farrell has yet to answer what the legal status is of these Victor S. Gettner, Chairman; Maxwell Dane, Vice 
res| Uniformed volunteers while they are on duty. Chairman; Robert M. Stein, Treasurer; Nanette 
p If +s ae . . : Dembitz, Emanuel Redfield, Stephen C. Vladeck, 
ait the New York State Civil Defense Commission should decide that its authorized () 1’ Sheldon Ackley, George Bacher, Charles 


yor | Program is aided by equipping its personnel, volunteer or professional, with placards — pation. Albert H. Blumenthal, Shirley F. Boden, 
J. | and parading them in support of civil defense, no question of civil liberties could arise. William J. Butler, Mrs. Helen L. Buttenweiser, 
But no agency of government has the right to interfere with private citizens engaged in a Robert L. Carter, Hollis R. Cooley, John A. Davis, 
@ | egal protest regardless of how unpleasant the protest may be to that arm of the govern- Henry M. Foley, Osmond K. Fraenkel, Charles 
he | ent. This is the essence of the Bill of Rights Frankel, Harold K. Guinzburg, Helen M. Harris, 

2 Mrs. Mary Conway Kohler, Mrs. Jaseph P. Lash, 


We need the answer to what the Civil Defense Disaster Patrol actually is before Ephraim S. London, Robert B. McKay, Carl 
Similar incidents develop. Rachlin, Charles A. Siepmann, Jack B. Weinstein. 






















Regents Prayer Case 

So the New York State Court of Appeals 
has ruled, with two dissenting, that the 
Regents non-sectarian morning prayer in 
the public schools is not unconstitutional. 
Let us hope that the people who brought 
the case do not stop here and go on to the 
Supreme Court. 

In New York City one million children 
and 40,000 teachers stand up every morn- 
ing to sing out the prayer, “Our Father’s 
God, to Thee . . .” What is this if not relig- 
ious indoctrination via a public school? 
This prayer is not compulsory in the sense 
that every parent is forced to consent to 
his child standing up and singing it. If a 
parent does not want it, the child does not 
have to do it; but how many parents know 
this fact? 

I would recommend that every principal 
send a note to all parents: Do you consent 
to your child engaging in the prayer? And 
if the parent says “No,” the child should 
feel free to sit in his seat and remain mum. 
This would really make the prayer a vol- 
untary act, although, still not enough, be- 
cause many parents would be afraid to say 
“No” in the belief that if this is what the 
school wants then “we must comply . . .” 

Once I had a boy who, as a member of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, sat in his seat while 


i The Members Speak 


my whole class stood up and prayed; and 
nothing happened to his soul, not any feel- 
ing of anything. Nor did the boys in the 
class make him feel anything. 

If principals do not want to do it indi- 
vidually then the school should do it from 
central headquarters. Another “undemo- 
cratic” fact about this whole affair is that 
so many parents do not even know about 
this practice called “The Morning Prayer.” 
The children don’t come home and tell. 
They take it just as they take the fire 
drills and the air raid drills, just another 
school chore. 

I stand up and sing out the prayer with 
all the drama I can summon to inspire my 
pupils with the solemnity of the occasion. 
But invariably my class is quite impatient; 
the boys want to get on with their home- 
work. 

In my school we have a class period in 
the morning which the boys use for doing 
homework they did not do the night before. 
So they are itchy with guilt, and nervous, 
and here they have to stand up to pray 
when they want to do their homework. But 
I stand and lead the singing as if I were an 
Evangelist in the Wild West. Let’s get this 
prayer out of the public schools. What are 
churches and homes for? 

Martin Wolfson 
Woodbridge, New York 





Atkinson, Harris Resign 


Brooks Atkinson and Louis Harris have 
resigned as members of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the New York Civil Liberties 
Union. 


Ask A Friend 


Every new NYCLU member adds 
strength to the fight for the individual 
rights of all. 

NYCLU membership includes national 
membership in ACLU, and provides pub- 


lications from both organizations. 


Participating Member $100; Coopera- 

ting Member $50; Sustaining Member 

$25; Supporting Member $10; Contri- 

buting Member $5. 

NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Enclosed is $ : — for ACLU] 
|membership, 25c of which is for a one-year | 
|subscription to “Civil Liberties in New York.” 


| 

: | 

| Name Se ere —| 
I Address eee ee I 
I | 
I City _Zone___State__ | 
| 

j Occupation ——___—____ 
| (please print) | 






Police Post Prisoners’ Rights 


(Continued from page 1) 
prevent any misunderstanding by 
prisoner .. .” 

Precincts were reminded of Police De- 
partment rules and procedures which re- 
quire that “desk officers inform a prisoner 
of his right to contact friends or relatives” 
and that a statement that the prisoner was 
informed of this right must be made in the 
arrest record. 


the 


Seek Committee For Diplsmats 
(Continued from page 1) 

white-wash. The creation of an indepen- 
dent committee would do much to remove 
suspicion that our city ignores such com- 
plaints or condones discrimination or other 
practices which are in violation of state 
and city statutes.” 





Regents Prayer 
To High Court 


(Continued from page 1) 
its purpose is ‘teaching our children . ., 
that Almighty God is the Creator. . . 

Judge Dye replied to the defendants 
claim that saying the prayer was not com 
pulsory and that a child could remaig 
silent or leave the room, with the following 
points: 

“This is no answer for it contains the 
very elements the prayer is supposed to 
eliminate: divisiveness, a type of compul. 
sion exerting as it does a kind of pressure 
which an immature child is unable to resist 
because of his inherent desire to conform, 
and constituting a subtle interference by the 
State with religious freedom guaranteed 
by the First Amendment.” 

Judge Dye quoted Justice Frankfurter in 
the McCollum case, “Separation means sep- 
aration, not something less . . .” 

The dissenting opinion added, that be. 
cause the parents’ children are a minority 
“is no justification for rejecting their peti 
tion. The guarantees of the Bill of Rights, 
of which the First Amendment is the very 
cornerstone, were designed to _ protect 
minorities which include diverse religious 
sects and atheists.” 

William J. Butler handled the case for 
NYCLU. 


Arrest Rights Books 
Follow Union Pattern 


Two booklets describing the rights off 


individuals who are arrested, and_ both 
based on NYCLU’s 1953 pamphlet, “I 
You Are Arrested,” are being distributed 
through state agencies. “Your Rights If 
Arrested” has eel issued by the Attorney 
General of New York State and the New 
York Bar Association. 

The Attorney General of Massachusetts 
in cooperation with the Boston Bar Asso- 
ciation and the Civil Liberties Union of 
Massachusetts has re-issued “If You Are 
Arrested,” the same title as NYCLU’s 
publication. 

The NYCLU booklet was prepared with 
the assistance of The Association of the 
Bar of the City of New York. 
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